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of'pe±-c¢ptuil.jhiowledgehad apart and were not s1mply k. 

: rejected. control, however, Was not an en,d but a 

to' an end, na,mely, n1 bbana. Ni bbina is, .indeed t a 

but it is a release, from the senses t not a release 

.of the senses. What is attained is a new reality, a new 

level of consciousness and a new knowledge--all of which 

transcend the phenomenal world and the empirical conscious-

ness. In its own unique way, early Buddhism preserved the 

"otherness" of the ultimate ground of the sacred. The 

religieux nouveaux, however, seem to rejEtct the 

of the sacred. The ground of the sacred is man 

physical man. Bather than demanding that the empirical con-

sciousness be controlled in order to be supplanted by a 

"transformation" consciousness, the religious innovators of 

the present day appear to affirm its ultimacy. Indeed, 

what would appear to be an even "radicalized profane" for 

the Theravadins. namely an exaggerated dependence upon the 

senses and sensory knowledge, becomes the sacred for the 

religieux nouveauxo 

.;,; Alpert, Leary and even Alan Watts might well be attacked 

on the scholarly grounds that they misuse Eastern religions 

to justify or explain their own personal religious positions. 

However, in the light of our study we need to ask whether or 

not the religious model they set before us is at all adequate 

on the grounds of the religious tradition from which they 

claim to derive so much inspiration. The conclusion we must 
\ 
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draw' is' ii."negat1ve '.one.,Not ·,only is the fundamental reli-' 

gio~" d~alec.tic between the profane and the sacred miscon~ 

ceiv~dt but the implications of the soteriological nature 

and funct10n of knowledge from the time of the M1ddle Upani

sads through the philosophical schools of Mahayana Buddhism • 
is drast1cally changed. Knowledge is salvation from the 

bondage to the chaos of sensory realities including the 

empirical consciousness. For the religieux nouveaux, sal

vation 1s simpiy the expansion of this consciousness to an 

awareness of cosmic uni ty i however, i tc is not a "tr~for

mation" of the consciousness, i.e. a tlnew being." On the 

basis of our study we have to conclude that the religious 

innovators of our day, while justly groping for a ground 

on which to base a personal religious faith, have come up 

with the wrong answer. Early Buddhism may not be the right 

model for our times either, but at least there we find the 

pattern of a way of knowledge which can justify both the 

rational and the supra-rational within the primordial 

religious dialectic of the profane and the sacred so 

essential to the nature of religion. 

\ 



APPENDIX A 

~ . . 
UNIVIBSE. AND HAN ACCORDING TO 8.1)1KHYA 

THE PBALAYA .CONDITION 

1. Purtl4as 2. Prak;ti 

Battva Rajas Tamas 

THE BARGA CONDITION 

3. Buddhl or Mahat 
-'-°11(° 1 

4. AhaJJ1k.Qra 

5. Manas 

6-10. JfI&na-Indriyas. The faculties of: 
6. Hearing 9. Tasting 
7. Touch 10. Smelling 
8. Beeing 

11-15. The Karma-Indriyas. The faculties of: 
11. Moving 14. Procreating 
12. Grasping 15. Speaking 
13. Exoreting 

16-20. The Tan.mi:tras. The subtle elements including: 
16. dabda (sound) 19. B8.sa (taste) 
1 'I. SpaNa (touch) 20. Gandha ( oO.or) 
18. Rupa (form) 

(Tattvas 2-20 compose the subtle body which transmigrates) 

21-25. 
21. 
22. 
23. 

The Mahaohutas 
1k&4a ( ether 
Vlyu (air) 
Tejas (fire) 

\ 

24. 
25. 
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lpas (water) 
P:rthivt (earth) 
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. AmIIDHAMMA CLASSIFICAT!ON OF CITTA 1 

I 
Unwholesome 
Thoughts 
(Asobhana) _ (30) 
ot the Bel'lSe 
Plane . 
(dmavacara) 

1-1-----" 

CI'f'TA (89) 

Immoral Rootless 
(Akusala) (Ahetuka ) 
(12) (181 

Who esome 
Thoughts 
of the 
Sense Plane 
(Kimivacara ~ 
(24) I 

I 

, 
~--------,-~--------,I 

Rooted ~n Rooted in Rooted 1n 
Attachment 
(Lobha) (8) 

Illw11l Delusion 
(DoBa) I( 2) ( Moha ) 

(2 ) 
I 

1 
Moral 
(Kusala) 
(5) 

I 
Wholesome 
Thoughts 
(Sobhana) (59) 

Thoughts Thoughts 
of the of the 
Form Formless 
Plane Plane 
(Rupa- (Arupa
va.cara j vacara) 

Supra-
mundane 

Thoughts 
(Lokut
tara 
(8) 

( 15 ) '! ( 12 ) I 
Moi-al I ReB,;;I~tUi~o 
(Mahi i {Yl9.hi tttll (Ma 
kuBal~) Vlpa~j (8) 
(8) . (8) j 

t I I 
Resultant Ilnopera 
(Vlpaka) (5) I (Krlyi) 

I 
) I 

Moral Resultant 
(Kusala) (4) (Vlpaka) (5) 

I 
Moral Resultant 
( Magga) ( 4 ) (Phala) (4 ) 

r------------~----------------------i 
Moral Resultant Immoral Resultant Inoperat1ve 
(Ahetuka Kusala (Akusala V1paka) ( 7 ) (Ahetuka Krlyi) (3) 
Vipaka) (8) 

lW. F. Jayasurlya, The Psychology and Philosophy of 
Buddhism, p. 32. 

\ 
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KNOWLEDGEASBALV~T:tON: A STUDY Ili EARLY BUDDHISM. 

. Donald Keeney Swearer 

Statement of the-Problem 

In early Buddh1sm ult1mate rea11ty was generally char

aoterized by the term, n1bbina/nirvi~. As a cond1t1on or 

state other than the world of mere sensory rea11t1es, 1t 

transoended the· tnree marks of: an1cca (1mpermanence), 

anatta (w1thout essence), and dukkha (suffering). The means 

of atta1n1ng n1bbina was class1cally descr1bed by the fo~ 

of the Noble E1ght-fold Path, the last of the Four Noble---(-, 
, 

Truths. Integral to this path to the ult1mately real was 

knowledge, but what kind of knowledge? Was it essentially a 
, , 

knowledge der1ved from a rational or analytical study of the 

empir1cal world. or could it be characterized as a supra-
I 

rational, 1ntu1t1ve leap? That these two forms of knowledge 

had come to be contrasted with one another 1s revealed by a 

study of certa1n Upan1,ads antedating or contemporaneous with 

the rise of Buddh1.m. As Buddhism developed the Theravida 
! 

trad1t1on, 1n particular the Abhidhamma scholast1cs._refined 
I . 

the categories of induotive analysis to an exhausting degree 

whereas certa1n o~ the Mahayana schools, in particular the 

Mldhyamlka, reduoed rational constructs to a logieally absurd

ity. In the l1ght of th1s h1storical development our problem 

1s to try to determ1ne the r/lat1onsh1P between the rat10nal 

, or analyt,1cal and the supra-rat1onal or 1ntu1tive modes of 
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lmowl~dg.lri _ear17Bu4c1hlsm (1;.. represented bJ' the PIll' 

Nlk1yas)1n relat1onsh1p tot;the quest for n1bblna-; In other 
- .. . - "" 

- :'lf0rds-~\ W!:':re Qoncerned to delineate the soteriologlcal 

._'nature and funct10n of knowledge in early Buddhism •. 

Procedure 

Th1s study attempts to oombine a phenomenological and 

h1stor1cal approaoh to the problem. It begins by sett1ng 

forth a phenomenological framework whioh rests on an inter-

pretat10n of the categories, "saored" and "profane." After 
I 

a br1~f analys1s of Theravada Buddhism providing histo:f'1'oal 

content to these categories the study moves to a oonsidera-

tion of the soteriological nature and funotion of knowledge 

1n non-Buddh1st sources. The focus is on "proto" forms of 

Simkhya-Yoga and Vedinta representing the two types of knowl-

edge be1ng investigated. Within this context the problem 1s 

then exam1ned in the Nikiyas (v1z. Dtgha, Majjh1ma) uti11z-

ing the terms, V1~Q& and paffflA. The study 1s cont1nued 

br1efly 1nto the Abhidhamma, Midhyam1ka and Yogio~ra trad1t1ons. 

Results and Conclus1on 

It was discovered that early Buddh1sm synthesized the 

two modes of knowledge in relat1onsh1p to the salvat1on-quest. 

Analyt10al knowledge was part10ularly 1mportant 1n oonjunc

tlon with med1tat1on and control of consoiousness as a means 

to real1ze ult1mate real1ty (l.e. nlbbina); however, in the 

end it bad to be surpassed by a h1gher mode of knowledge 
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, 
based'l1ot ou:inductive -analysis of empir1cal realities but--

on:a direct knowledge or "v1s1onn of a transcendeat re~llty. 

~e two ~ypeaot knowledge wh1le dis,t1nct were nonetheless 

, ,,~ssentiall1' related. ViflfJ&1J&. 'the consciousness apropos the 
, ~ 

empirical', was also understood as a mode of' knowledge with 

the powe~ to transcend 1nvolvement 1n the sensory world,by 

understand1ng 1ts true nature. In th1s capac1ty 1t could 

lead to paftfti, knowledge from the perspect1ve of ult1mate 

real1ty 1tself. 




