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Preface

In the summer of 1996, after the publication of my translation of the Upanisads in
the Oxford University Press series World’s Classics, the thought occurred to me to
produce an edition of the Upanisads containing both the text and the translation, as
well as variant readings and scholarly conjectures. I consulted with my two col-
leagues, Richard Lariviere and Gregory Schopen, who enthusiastically endorsed the
project and encouraged me to publish the volume in the new series South Asia Re-
search published jointly by the Center for Asian Studies at the University of Texas
at Austin and by Oxford University Press, New York. I want to thank Richard (the
editor of the series), Gregory, and Cynthia Read (executive editor at OUP in charge
of this series) for their support and encouragement. Insightful comments and criti-
cisms of the two outside readers were very useful and deeply appreciated. Anna
Shtutina read the entire Sanskrit text and the variant readings given in the notes; I
thank her for her patience and diligence. I want to thank the editors of World’s Clas-
sics for permission to reproduce here much of the material published in that edition.
My gratitude to the many individuals, especially Joel Brereton, who helped me in
the preparation of the translation has already been acknowledged in the preface to
that edition. Madhav Deshpande created the beautiful fonts in which this book is
set.

It may be useful to say a few words about some of the decisions and compro-
mises that have gone into the preparation of this volume. The translation and the
introduction as originally published in World’s Classics were intended for a nonspe-
cialist audience. I had the choice of completely reworking them for the more spe-
cialized readership of the current edition. Given the constraints of time imposed on
me by other research projects and academic responsibilities, 1 decided against it.
Such a reworking would have postponed this volume almost indefinitely. I hope that
even the readers of this volume will find the present translation and introduction of
some use in their exploration of the Upanisads. Another desideratum would have
been a Sanskrit word index. I started working on one, but once again constraints of
time made me decide against it. Readers can find an exhaustive index in Vishva
Bandhu (1945) and useful lists in Limaye and Vadekar (1958) and Jacob (1891). 1
go into greater detail regarding specific decisions involving the edition and the
translation in my notes on the edition and on the translation. My hope, however, is
that even though I have fallen short of my own ideal of what a scholarly edition



Preface

of the Upanisads should be, this volume will spur further scholarly interest in these
important documents of India’s religious and cultural history.

The publication of this volume was aided by a University Cooperative Society
Subvention Grant awarded by The University of Texas at Austin and a subvention
from the Marlene and Morton Meyerson Endowment for South Asian Studies of the
University of Texas at Austin.

It is always the family that bears the brunt of a project such as this. My wife,
Suman, not only provided comfort and encouragement but also proofread the entire
manuscript several times. She has an eye for the detail and caught many errors, es-
pecially in the Sanskrit text. My daughter, Meera, was the model of patience as I
stared at a computer screen for hours on end. They provided an environment of love
and peace.

Austin, Texas P.O.
April 1998
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1896). Tr. Keith (1920).
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1§a Upanisad, Kanva Recension. Variants given in VS.
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Limaye, V. P. and Vadekar, R. D. (1958).

Mandikya Upanisad. Ed. with Gaudapada-Karika by R. D. Karmarkar.
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Mahiabharata. Ed. V. Sukthankar et al. 19 vols. (Poona: Bhandarkar Ori-
ental Research Institute, 1927-59). Tr. J. A. B. van Buitenen. 3 vols.
[containing Books 1--5] ( Chicago: Chicago University Press, 1973-78).
metri causa, for the sake of meter.

Maitrayaniya Samhita. Ed. L. von Schroeder. 4 vols. (Leipzig: F. A.
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(London: Wm. H. Allen & co., 1849-74). Tr. K. F. Geldner (HOS 33-6,
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